























HE SON OF MAN
CAME 10

STOLEN THUNDER

By the time the Gospels were written, James and John,
sons of Zebedee (sons of “thunder””) were revered lead-
ers of the Christian community. It is a common device
of the evangelists to place the failings of the early Chris-
tians on the shoulders of their leaders to illustrate a point
about discipleship, and perhaps to comfort them with the
fact that Jesus chose common, flawed humans to spread
the Good News. It must have seemed doubly odd that
these two, already honored and revered, were chastised
by Jesus when they requested positions of honor. Jesus,
as it were, stole their thunder, and in the Gospel he like-
wise steals the thunder of the others who get indignant at
James and John. Today’s readings from Isaiah and He-
brews, along with Jesus as portrayed in Mark, steal the
thunder of the places of honor they had attained by re-
minding us that it is in the humility of service that we
come to know the reign of God in our midst.

SERVANT CHRIST, SERVANT CHURCH

In Matthew’s Gospel, it is the mother of James and
John who makes the request of Jesus (Mark omits this
scene). It is “only natural” for mothers to want to see
their sons “get ahead in the world,” just as it is for us as
individuals to seek those positions of honor and power.
But again it is the lesson of Jesus, along with the lessons
of Isaiah and Hebrews, that reminds us that we need to
examine constantly our “only natural” ways of living to
make sure that we are living as Chri
church. When Isaiah writes of the S
can be seen as a prophecy of Jesu
prophecy of the ongoing presence o
When the author of Hebrews write
known by Christ the great High Pri
the need for weakness on the part of
the church. In this way the scripture
us, the baptized, the church, how we
the Servant Christ for the life of the

Today’s Readings: Isaiah 53:10-11; Psalm

22; Hebrews 4.:14—16; Mark 10:35—45 [42
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St. Mary Magdalene will offer the SCRIP cards during
the Thanksgiving and Christmas Seasons. Parishioners’
who wish to order SCRIP cards will fill out order forms
which must be turned in no later than November 16
Order forms will be available online or at the Parish In-
formation Table October 30™. Once orders are received
in the Parish office a large quantity of cards will be or-
dered only once for the entire Thanksgiving and Christ-
mas Season. So please plan well when ordering. We
will not require payment for the order until the cards are
picked up. Cards will be available beginning after all the
Masses the weekend of November 21/22™, We can only
accept cash and or credit cards for payment. Volunteers
are needed to assist in distributing the SCRIP cards after
the Mass. Without volunteers we cannot sell SCRIP
cards as per IRS guidelines. To volunteer please contact
Shari at shari@smarymag.org or 480-279-6737.

Creative Designers

The Creative Designers Club of Power Ranch will be
hosting their Annual Holiday Classic Boutique on No-
vember 20th and 21st from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. in the
Sierra Ballroom at 4369 E. Village Parkway, Gilbert.

There will be an Annual Boy, Girl and Adult Angel
Trees for the families of the House of Refuge. Select an
Angel tag and instruction sheet from the trees and return
your purchases in a gift bag with the angel tag attached.
Drop the gifts off in our Inspiration Room at the Club-
House by December 8th. The gifts will be distributed to
all the families on December 19th at the Annual House of
Refuge Christmas Pancake Breakfast.



