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Front Porch Church 

Elliot and Signal Butte 

While many of the Front Porch 
Churches are already meeting, some 
are waiting until after the holidays.  
Want to put yourself in the next set of 
pictures? 
 
Say YES when your Sponsoring Family 
gives you a call!  Or start your own 
Front Porch Church 
 by becoming a Sponsoring Family in 

your neighborhood! 
 

Contact Richard@smarymag.org 

LIGHT OF THE WORLD 
We believe that Jesus is the Light of the World. 

To say this about Jesus is to say something about our-
selves. Christ’s light is meant to illuminate every corner 
of the earth and gather all people together. Today’s scrip-
tures reveal what that means.  

In the Gospel story of the magi from the East we 
see Jesus, even as an infant, gathering people of different 
religions and races to his light. The magi bring the child 
their finest gifts and tell others of the light that they have 
seen. The reading from Ephesians reminds us that all 
Christians are “members of the same body, and copart-
ners” in divine life. There ought not to be divisions 
among us: all should gather together under the light of 
Christ. Finally, Isaiah paints a picture of what the people 
of God, the church, should look like. We are to reflect the 
Light of the World so that all nations can walk by Christ’s 
light and rulers by his shining radiance. When we do, all 
people will be gathered to Christ, bearing their finest gifts 
and “proclaiming the praises of the LORD.” 
 

GOLD, FRANKINCENSE, AND MYRRH 
The gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh por-

tend the manner in which Jesus’ light is to spread to the 
whole world. Myrrh, a perfume used for burial, foreshad-
ows his death. Gold is a gift for royalty, and frankincense 
signifies holiness. Together they indicate that, through his 
suffering and death, Jesus will become both the afflicted 
King, in whose service we are to offer our gifts to the af-
flicted, and the eternal Priest, whose sacrifice we are to 
make known as the source of light uniting Christians and 
all humanity. 

By our unity, our lives, and our witness, we are to 
reveal that Jesus Christ is indeed the Light of the World. 
Today’s Readings: Isaiah 60:1–6; Psalm 72:1–2, 7–8, 10–13; 
Ephesians 3:2–3a, 5–6; Matthew 2:1–12 
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