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Welcome to Our Neighborhood!
Do you know who your neighbors are?
Do you know who in your neighborhood
belongs to Saint Mary Magdalene?

YOU CAN FIND OUT
BY FORMING A FRONT PORCH
CHURCH

IN YOUR OWN NEIGHBORHOOD!
CONTACT RICHARD @SMARYMAG.ORG

CDA

The Charity and Development Appeal
(CDA) is the one diocesan wide appeal
that provides support for more than 70
charitable, educational and spiritual
programs and organizations.

We are One Family in Christ and

once a year each of us is asked to make

a commitment to support the work of this family, to work

beyond the boundary of any one parish. The CDA is an

opportunity for us to work together to assist those in our
community who need our care and support.

Please take some time to prayerfully discern your gift
to our One Family in Christ. Prayer bookmarks have
been mailed to every registered family. Donor cards will
be available at all the Masses on February 13™ and 14™.
For information on the CDA and those we help in our
community, please visit www.diocesephoenix.org/cda.
The website contains more information about the CDA as
well as offers the opportunity to make your gift online.

solidarity: refers to 8
the integration, and
degree and type of inte-
gration, shown by a soci-
ety or group with people
and their neighbors. It
refers to the ties in a soci-
ety - social relations - that
bind people to one an-
other.

Solidarity is one of the
ways we are called to follow the social teachings
of the church. Solidarity requires more than just
awareness or charity. It requires relationship. Do
you know anyone living in poverty? If you do,
how is your relationship with that person im-
pacting their future? If you yourself lived in pov-
erty what would the relationship of a person not
in poverty mean to you?

The Peace and Justice Committee invites you to
join us in an exciting opportunity to show soli-
darity with those in poverty and begin a relation-
ship based on ending the cycle of poverty by par-
ticipating in the Box Project. We will host an in-
formational meeting Feb 4™ at the Southwest Re-
gional Library at 7 p.m. join us to learn more
about this impactful opportunity for your family
or group. We are looking for 50 families or
groups to hear the call of solidarity and join our
50 Family Challenge !!!

RSVP tbeattie88@hotmail.com or 480-279-6737.

From Economic Justice for All:
As followers of Christ, we are challenged to make a

fundamental "option for the poor" -- to speak for the
voiceless, to defend the defenseless, to assess life
styles, policies, and social institutions in terms of
their impact on the poor. This "option for the poor"
does not mean pitting one group against another, but
rather, strengthening the whole community by as-
sisting those who are the most vulnerable. As Chris-
tians, we are called to respond to the needs of all our
brothers and sisters, but those with the greatest
needs require the greatest response.




“DO NOT BE SAD, AND DO NOT WEEP”

“Do not be sad,” Nehemiah said, “and do not
weep” (9:9). Our days are holy when they are lived in
the presence of God. So why do we weep? Not because
God is not present to us. That’s impossible. We weep
because we are not present to God. We lose ourselves in
our fears and our wishes that things would be different
than they are.

The people of Nazareth sat down to listen. Jesus sat
with them, and opened up the book of Isaiah. And what
passage did he turn to? A message of consolation, the
promise of “glad tidings to the poor . . . liberty to cap-
tives . . . recovery of sight to the blind” and freedom for
the oppressed. Then when all eyes were fixed on him,
he declared, “Today this Scripture passage is fulfilled in
your hearing” (Luke 4:18, 21).

When is that “today”? Is it yet to come? If so,
then Jesus was mistaken. Is it already past? If so, then it
is not today. “Today” is now, always now.

WE PLAY OUR PART ... TODAY

Paul tells us that we are “Christ’s body.” He explains
that in the church there are apostles, prophets, and
teachers, as well as gifts of mighty deeds, “healing, as-
sistance, administration, and varieties of tongues” (1
Corinthians 12:28). In other words, a lot of different
gifts, a lot of different jobs.

In God’s work—work like setting captives free and
giving sight to the blind—we have our part to play. Our
part is not to fall down on our faces and weep because
we haven’t done more. Our part is to recognize and ac-
knowledge what we have done, see what else we might
do, and then walk out into today and do it.

God has made this year a “year acceptable to the
Lord” and this day a “holy day.” God is present to us
and we need to be present to God and to God’s world.
We each have our part to play, our contribution to
make. Each of us can make God’s world more peaceful,

more joyful, healthier, and freer. This year! Today!
Today’s Readings: Nehemiah 8:2—4a, 5—6, 8—10; Psalm 19:8—
10, 15; 1 Corinthians 12:12-30 [12—14, 27]; Luke 1:1-4, 4:14—
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Adopt a Baby 9

Everyone loves the beauty and innocence of a baby. As
an expression of that love, our parish announces an adop-
tion program for young and old alike.

The members of our parish family will have the oppor-
tunity the very last weekend in January to spiritually
adopt a child who is newly conceived this month. You
see, not all newly conceived babies are allowed to be
born. In fact, almost 4000 babies lose their lives to abor-
tion each day. 1t is these babies, who are in danger of
having their lives ended before birth, that you are being
asked to "adopt".

You may "adopt" a baby individually or as a family by
signing up in 2 weeks. You will be asked to name the
child for whom you will be praying, thereby giving the
baby the humanity he or she deserves. You will be asked
to pray for your unborn child and for all the unborn chil-
dren for the power of prayer is great.

You will receive monthly reports describing your baby's
development and your child will be born in nine months.

There are millions of unborn babies desperately in need
of your prayers. Won't you please "spiritually adopt" one
and share the love for life that God has given you?

St. Mary Magdalene’s Men’s Fellowship

Our next meeting will be Saturday January 30™ at 8:00
p-m. at Serrano’s Restaurant on Arizona Avenue in
Chandler. We are using Father Larry Richard’s book
“Be A Man — Becoming the Man God Created You to
Be” as our study guide. Our Men’s Fellowship group is
part of the Catholic Men’s Fellowship of Phoenix min-
istry. Please check out our website www.CMFP.org for
more information.

Please note that our third annual 2010 Diocese of
Phoenix Men's Conference will be Saturday February
20, 2010 at Saint Paul’s Catholic Church 330 West
Coral Gables Drive Phoenix, AZ 85023 from 8:30 a.m.
- 6:30 p.m. We will be organizing car pools for all that
may be interested.

We will have a table outside of each Mass this week-
end to provide more information on our monthly meet-
ings and the annual conference in February. Please also
feel free to contact Dave Daniels at davef-
daniels@gmail.com with any questions you may have.
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